
The 2022 Career Education Convention was a huge success. It was wonderful to see the sector back
together for our first fully in-person event since 2019.  In fact, with more than 750 attendees from 45
states, this was one of the most well attended events in recent history. We were also joined by our
partners in the Canada National Association of Career Colleges along with several of their schools. 

We are excited to be back and ready to share
what we learned at CECU.  It was a fantastic
conference to connect with colleagues, gain

the most up to date information and be
inspired by the opportunities we have in our

sector to help people achieve their career
education goals. By far…Mike Rowe and

Congressman Owens were Fantastic!

THAT’S A WRAP! 

-LeeAnn Rohmann, Chief Executive
Officer, Legacy Education

A LOOK BACK
AT THE 2022
CONVENTION

Feedback has been remarkable. Countless attendees
commented about the positive atmosphere that was
evident as you stepped off the escalators to the
meeting space and in the exhibit hall. School leaders
lined up with their teams to take pictures with the
Welcome to Las Vegas sign and CECU letters, with
dozens of social media posts featuring that backdrop. 

This year’s exhibit hall was one of the top
highlights of the event as we welcomed more than
a dozen new partners throughout the sold-out
space. Attendees enjoyed the caricature artists
and live entertainment inside the hall, bringing the
excitement of the Las Vegas streetscape into the
meeting space. 

Elsevier has been a CECU member for over 20
years and this year’s event was the absolute best!

The passion that CECU advocates with on
behalf of our schools to help advance the

education attainment levels of our nation and
the communities we serve is an inspiration. 

- Jeremiah Hood,  Regional Manager, National
Accounts, ELSEVIER



This was my first CECU as an exhibitor. 
 Meals, drinks, and the live band during the
evening reception made this exhibit hall the

liveliest of all of the conventions I have
attended this year!  I also appreciated the
"deep dive" opportunity to discuss Well-

Being with attendees in my breakout session.  

We look forward to the CECU Convention every year, and this year did not disappoint. There was
an impressive turnout and we were able to have many productive conversations. We have been a

proud supporter of CECU for over a decade and will continue to be in future years.  We are
excited to see everyone again in KC next year!

- Emily Pettit, Vice President of Strategic
Partnerships, Virtual Care Group

We opened with a live recording of the Career Education Report podcast with special guest Congressman
Burgess Owens, who is quickly becoming one of our key champions on Capitol Hill. Congressman Owens
earned a standing ovation and stayed with us to visit with several school leaders throughout the first day. 

Congressman Owens joined school leaders for
dinner the night before and lunch in the exhibit
hall, talking about legislative issues, organizing
future campus visits, and taking pictures with
attendees, some of whom were lucky enough to
try on his Super Bowl championship ring. We are
grateful to Congressman Owens for his time and
relentless support of our schools and students. 

We were also joined for lunch in the exhibit hall by
April Becker, one of the most prominent
congressional challengers running in this year’s
midterm elections. She was able to sit down with
many of our school leaders to talk through key
issues facing our schools at the federal level. Her
race is currently a “toss-up” as she is challenging
one of our sector’s most vocal critics.  

- Craig LaBrot, SVP - School Partnerships, Tuition Options

This year’s keynote speakers were among the most popular to ever join the event. 



The Emerging Leaders Reception has got to
be one of my highlights.  I was able to connect

and learn from other leaders in our sector
who were both resourceful and informative. 
 This group will be a pivotal resource as we

continue to navigate change and look toward
new ideas to support our students. 

This year's convention was one for the books! I
enjoyed the positivity and support

Congressman Owens brought to the room.
Mike Rowe did a fantastic job relating his

discussion to our sector. The conference would
not have been complete without the Emerging

Leaders Reception. Can’t wait for next year!

Each year the Convention schedule is packed with two full days of professional development and
networking. And every year, we receive dozens of session proposals from expert speakers and the
selection process for concurrent sessions becomes more difficult. This year was no exception. A huge
thank you and congratulations goes out to our growing list of thought leaders and presenters as many of
the session rooms were “standing room only.”

- Anthony Romo, VP of Enrollment and
Graduate Services, SJVC

Each concurrent session block offered 4-5 sessions
from which to choose. Not wanting to trim anything
from the existing program, CECU opted to expand
even further, bringing a stage into the exhibit hall to
allow attendees to hear an update from the entire
CECU Government Relations team. The session
quicky grew into a full 360-degree presentation to
accommodate the growing crowd of listeners. 

Another highlight of this year’s event was the new
Emerging Leaders Reception. CECU welcomed more
than 50 attendees to this inaugural event with the
collective goal to encourage networking and
collaboration among the next generation of sector
leaders. This is just the beginning, as CECU plans
additional opportunities to bring together these
emerging leaders. 

We were fortunate to have two of the most powerful
members of Congress, Senator John Cornyn (R-TX),
the second-ranking leader in the U.S. Senate, and
Congressman Tom Cole (R-OK), the top Republican
on both the House Rules Committee and the
Appropriations Subcommittee with oversight over
higher education, join us on Thursday. They spoke to
sector leaders about the upcoming midterm
elections and the importance of CECU’s advocacy
efforts on Capitol Hill. 

The final day

- Angela Heinz, VP of Growth & Development,
Ember Education

After lunch, ABC News Chief Washington
Correspondent, Jonathan Karl, joined us to offer
insights on the upcoming midterm elections and
the priority issues of the Democratic leaders in
Washington. Afterwards, Mr. Karl joined Ed Cramp
of Duane Morris for a moderated Q&A about the
inner workings of the national media and
personalities in Washington, DC.



The Career Education Convention is the
biggest opportunity for companies like

CourseKey to connect with decision makers.
We're already discussing ideas for next year's

event, and we'll be back in full force. 

This year’s conference was one of the most immersive, engaged, and eye-opening professional
experiences I’ve had. Aside from coming back with lots of new ideas, I easily established triple the

number of new contacts and formed stronger relationships with them than at any other conference.

The 2022 Convention was a huge success.  The keynote speakers and breakout sessions were
informative as well as relevant.  If your school is considering attending any future conference, CECU

provides the most return on investment from an educational, networking and value perspective! I
would highly recommend you add this event to your 2023 schedule. You’ll be glad you did!

- Adam Figueira, VP of Marketing,
CourseKey

The buzz throughout the halls on the last day was unanimous…Mike Rowe was the best keynote speaker
CECU has ever had. This was a long time coming, but it was worth the wait. One of the most vocal
advocates for careers in the trades and bridging the skills gap, Mike Rowe also received a standing ovation.
He shared stories of his experiences on his multi-media platforms and spoke passionately about his
mission to support America’s growing need for essential workers. Peppered throughout his hilarious
anecdotes, he offered strategic ideas to gain visibility for the successes of our graduates, while encouraging
students to “Work Smarter and Harder.” 

To round out the excitement of the last day, CECU
was thrilled to announce the collective donations from
our attendees to support the efforts of a local charity.
This year, we wanted to reach outside the meeting
space to give back to our host community. Through

From all of us on the CECU team, thank you to those who were able to join us! We plan to build on the
momentum from the this year and we can’t wait to see you in Kansas City in 2023!

- Jamie Jordan, Executive Vice President, Arlington Career Institute 

The 2022 Career Education Convention closed with a stunningly picturesque reception in the elevated
foyer of the MGM Grand’s conference center. Over cocktails and appetizers, it was fun to hear reflections
and highlights from the event and the excitement of what is to come. 

- Allen Mortham, Jr., Executive Director, FAPSC

our partnership with Spread the Word Nevada, attendees donated time and resources to support the
organization’s charitable mission to advance childhood literacy within low-income communities. A huge
thank you goes out to the attendees who volunteered their time. We are proud to report that $2,500 was
raised and will be donated to Spread the Word Nevada. 


